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Invitation to RAeS Hamburg

Annual Christmas Dinner & Lecture 2025

Dear Members and Friends of the RAeS Hamburg Branch,
The RAeS Hamburg Branch warmly invites you to our Annual Christmas Dinner

— an evening of fine dining, inspiring conversation, and festive cheer in one of
Hamburg’s most elegant venues, the Anglo-German Club.

This event will take place on Tuesday, 2 December 2025 at the
Anglo-German Club, Harvestehuder Weg 44, 20149 Hamburg.

Reception at 18:15
Dinner at 19:00

Guest of Honour and after-dinner speaker is

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gordon Konieczny, Professor for Aircraft Cabin Architecture,
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, HAW Hamburg

Gordon will talk to us about

"Humans in Aviation — Risk and Opportunity "
A thought-provoking reflection on how the human factor remains both the
greatest risk and the greatest strength in aviation — from the flight deck to the
control tower.


https://anglogermanclub.de/en/
https://anglogermanclub.de/en/

Gordon's topics and interests:

- Development and operation of aircraft (especially aircraft cabins) and
airports

- The human factor — optimisation of socio-technical systems

- Methodological design and evaluation of systems (e.g. air traffic systems)
- (Air) transport policy and education policy

In addition he is a Commercial Pilot (CPL IR(A) MEP HPA)

Motto: ...and only flying is satisfying...

We would be delighted if you could join with us in our seasonal celebration.
This event will give you an opportunity to meet friends and other members of
the Society and make new contacts in a convivial atmosphere in the company
of interesting people. It is also a unique opportunity for members to meet and
talk to people from the aerospace community in the Hamburg area so we look
forward to seeing as many of you as possible.

Unfortunately we have also been hit by the large increases in price in the
gastronomical branch so we have had to increase the costs this year.

Booking:

e Members 80€
e Non-meembers 105 €

Booking closes at mid-night on 30 November

The menu will be as follows:

o Kartoffel-Edelkastanien-Suppe, SchnittlauchcroGtons. Brot | Butter
(Potato and chestnut soup, chive croutons, bread & butter)

¢ Rosa Kalbstafelspitz, Jus, Knollengemuse, Klrbispuree
(Pink boiled beef, jus, root vegetables, pumpkin puree)

o Zimtparfait, Zwetschgen, Mascarpone-Kuchlein
(Cinnamon parfait, plums, mascarpone cakes)

A vegetarian alternative is also available if required.

Non-members are very welcome but numbers are limited so if you and your



Book your tickets

Kind Regards,

Richard Sanderson MRAeS
Programme Secretary,
Royal Aeronautical Society, Hamburg Branch

Feldstrasse 5
21641 Apensen
Germany

Tel.: 0049 (0)4167 92012
Fax: 0049 (0)4167 699831
mailto:events@raes-hamburg.de

http://www.raes-hamburg.de
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RAeS Hamburg Annual Christmas Dinner 2025

« Prof. Dr.-Ing. Gordon Konieczny, Professor for Aircraft Cabin Architecture,
Hamburg University of Applied Sciences, HAW Hamburg

"Humans in Aviation — Risk and Opportunity "

A thought-provoking reflection on how the human factor remains both the greatest risk and
the greatest strength in aviation — from the flight deck to the control tower.

Aviation is a domain defined by precision, discipline, and the relentless pursuit of safety - yet,
at its core, it remains an industry deeply human. This short talk explores the paradoxical role
of the human element: as both the greatest risk and the greatest opportunity in aviation
operations.

On one side, the history of aviation shows that human error - ranging from fatigue and
ambiguities to communication breakdown etc. - remains a leading cause of incidents and
accidents. These vulnerabilities necessitate robust control systems, standardized procedures,
and an unwavering commitment to training and oversight (Safety 1).

However, to focus solely on control would be to overlook the unique and irreplaceable
strengths humans bring to the cockpit and cabin, the maintenance hangar, and the control
tower. From creative problem solving during in-flight crises to the application of intuition and
teamwork in complex, rapidly changing scenarios, human ingenuity often makes the critical
difference between disaster and safe resolution (Safety ).

This approach is well known, and not only in aviation. With my short talk, | would like to
remind the audience of the important role that humans play, especially in socio-technical
systems, and offer a few thoughts on the subject.

Gordon's topics and interests:

e Development and operation of aircraft (especially aircraft cabins) and airports
e The human factor — optimisation of socio-technical systems

e Methodological design and evaluation of systems (e.qg. air traffic systems)

e (Air) transport policy and education policy

In addition, he is a Commercial Pilot (CPL IR(A) MEP HPA)

Motto: ...and only flying is satisfying...





