USING TRANSITIONS
. TO BUILD BRIDGES
BETWEEN SENTENCES

TRANSITIONS are 'wvn~ds that act like bridpes across the gaps that often
occur bhetween sentences.,

Trv reardine these two sentences:

John is verv tall. (e does net plav basketrtball,

Did it take vou a minute or =0 to ses the connection bhetween those
two ideas? Now, trv it arair with the relationship between the
sentences filled in with a word:

John is verv tall. However, he does not play haskethat)

- The relationship should have been elearer becanse the word "however”
signaled the reader that the second sentence contrasts with or niavbe
contradicts the first one. Now, recad rhe next passare helow:

The city eovernment was determined not to levv new taxes., Therelore,..

As soon as you reached the word "thereflorg” vou knew what to exnect--
some sort of consequence or result of the city eovernment's deteruination.
We need words snuch as "however'" and "therfore" as transitions to nmark
relationships between sentences for our readers, We also have to use
these markers precisely and sparinglvl

SCME HSEFUL TRANSTTION MARKFRS ¢

% 43“' Z‘“I el . z t! . In other words,
/ < " )That is,

To repeat,

example:  The committer has clearly indicated
its unwillineness to support thic
venture., In other words, it has re-

fused to esrant the necessary fands,
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To be exact,

‘G-ZM @ coloa mm%: To be specific,
To be precise,
More specifically,
More precisely,

exampleiThe Bursar's Office stated that all fees are due
soon,To he specific, all fees must he paid by Oct. 1,

C\Z M @ m‘_ For example,
For instance,

example: He tried desperately to please his new girl
friend. For example, he even shaved every day.

Q 7 : and, but, also, Loo,
o M“ N COlea- ads @ besides, furthermore,

calolelion Z lAal's fotn Snisl further, moreover, in

addition, similarly

example: Joan is one of those impatient people who dislike

waiting in lines. She also prefers to find her own
way rather than asking for directions,

‘97 G W .. yet, but, however, still,
nevertheless, on the other
MM\?‘ o M\d hand, in contrast, instead,
on the contrary

example: Jim was sorry to see the semester end. Still, he
was glad that his tests were over,

. therefore, hence, conse-
o Aol * quently, accordingly, as a
result, for this reason,
thus, so

example: The rain drenched the foothall field,

Hence, the
game was posponed until the next day.

7 457’- You can also show transitions between sentences by repeating words or
ideas, using synonvms, and replacing nouns with pronouns.

(Adapted from Robert Miles and Mare Pertonasco's Prose Style for the
Modern Writer)
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[‘( l’:'"'j ) 'PRANSITIONAL WORD3 AND PHRASES

Transitional words and phrases maintain coherence in the compositi
by effecting smooth movement from one thought or detail to an::g.r. ';:0
werd or phrase also has meaning within itself. Below is a list of meanins
with common transitional words and phrases that communicate that meaning.

s Again, also, and then besides, finally, fourthly, further,
furthermors, in addition, in addition to this, in like manner, like-
wise, moreover, secondly, similarly, then too, too.

A ngnsgigfen At the same time, in lik s )
wise, similarly. n ¢ manner, in the 'same way, like

s Aocordingly, as matters stand, at all events, at any rate,
after all, or briefly, even 8o, finally, for these reasons, neverths-
less, such being the case, that being so, to repeat.

conceesions Buty gramsed that, I know that, now, of course, to be sure.

ggnggigjs But, conversely, however, in another sense, in contrast with
this, instead, inversely, nevertheless, nonetheless, notwi thstanding,

on the contrary, on the one hand, on the other hand, rather, still,
though, to be sure, turning now to another matter, whereas, yet.

Above all, add to this, and also, besldes, even more, I repeat,

. 5
-?n 32y event, indeed, in fact, in other words, likewise, moreover, that
s, too.

_ Enumerstions Pinally, first, further, next, second, then, then again.
you see, for example, for in-

xllngjggglg?; All things considered, as
etanoce, cidentally, in connection with, in this way, just as, that
is, thersfore, to illustrate, thus, thus it follows.

+ By the way, coming back to, lncldonfally. parenthetically,

to dtgrooa. to resume.
zzggg!g!;g?n As (in consequence), for that reason, further, furthermore,
hence, in the first place, in the next place, moreover, on that account,
therefors.
after all, as a result, at last, consequently, finally,

B’-’ﬁ“' Accbrdingly,
snce, in fine, later, so then, therefore, thus, in consequence.

Phagd

As has already been suggested, hitherto, If what I have

as_?_r_o_;.gz.i_ﬁzm
. 88 s correct, so far, up to this point.

Similarity: By the same token, in like manner, in similar manner, likewise.

Sycces in Time or Place: After this (incident), afterwards, then to the
right, to the left, before this, beyond, later, past, presently.

in a word, in brief, indeed,

t+ Ae has beeﬁ gald, for these reasona,
we now see, to recapil-

in fine, in general, in other words, in short,
tulate, in retrospect, to sum up.

After this, afterwards, at last, at length, at the same tine, even-
tually, formerly, forthewi th, from now on, hereupon, immediately, in the

meantime, meanwhile, next, now, previously, eince then, subsequently,
than. thareafter, thereupon, whereupon.

Time:



