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Please fill out this form! 

Its easy! All green “X” will have to stay the way they are – please comply. You only need to sign the form. 

One exception: Secondary publications (2.) are possible under certain conditions, but details need to be 

acknowledged. Please give your details! Note: Your manuscript will not be considered for review unless 

one author has filled out and signed this form on his behalf and on behalf of his co-authors (if any). 

 

Two options to work with this form: 

1.) Print the form, 

 mark ☐ with X if statement applies 

 circle ☐ with O if statement does NOT apply. 

 fill out lines as appropriate, sign, scan as PDF or JPG and send back to aast@scirp.org. Or: 

2.) Work with this form electronically (without printing) 

 Replace ☐ by X if statement applies. 

 Replace ☐ by O if statement does NOT apply. 

 Replace lines with your text. Add more lines with your text, if necessary. Delete lines not used. 

 Use e.g. ”Courier New” to distinguish your text from the original text of this declaration. 

 Add your electronic signature to this file, print as PDF. Secure PDF with password (optional). 

 Send PDF to aast@scirp.org. Retain your Word file (with image of your signature). 
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Author’s family name ..................................................... 

Author’s e-mail address ..................................................... 

Corresponding author ☐ yes   ☐ no 

Paper ID (if known) ..................................................... 

Manuscript title ..................................................... 

 

 

1.) Originality and citation 

X In this manuscript (MS), original (own, new) data is clearly distinguished from data taken from other 

sources (own or foreign). All information extracted from other sources is provided with citations. 

X All information extracted from other sources has been paraphrased or (if cited literally, e.g. a whole 

sentence or paragraph) placed in inverted commas. 

                                                 
1
 This „Author’s Ethical Declaration“ is mainly based on Ufnalska (2013). 
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2.) Secondary (multiple, redundant) publication 

☐ No part of this MS was published
2
 before by the author in a peer reviewed journal or in peer re-

viewed proceedings.  
  

 

☐ Small parts of this manuscript were published
2
 before by the author in a in a peer reviewed jour-

nal or in peer reviewed proceedings. Prior publication was made in (provide source): 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 These parts are: 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

☐ This fact (as stated above) has also been expressed in the title footnote of the MS. 
 

 

☐  Parts or all of this MS were made public
2
 before by the author by print or electronically without 

peer review in (provide source): 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 These parts are (or all of the MS): 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

☐ This fact (as stated above) has been expressed in the title footnote of the MS. 
  

  

☐ This MS was published in the peer reviewed journal (provide name of journal): 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 ......................................................................... 

 but in another language (name language): 

 ......................................................................... 

☐ The editor of the original journal has agreed to the publication in AAST
3
. Evidence is provided. 

 (Please provide evidence of the consent by attaching e.g. a letter or an e-mail of the editor.) 

☐ This fact (as stated above) has been expressed in the title footnote of the MS. 
 

 

  

X No part of this MS is currently being considered for publication elsewhere. 

 

 

                                                 
2 Publication has two meanings (EPRINTS 2012): 
 (a) legal meaning: Anything that is made public (in print or electronically on the Internet). 
 (b) scientific meaning: Only what is meeting the quality standards and acceptance for publication by a peer reviewed journal or 

by peer reviewed proceedings. 
 This text refers to (a) as “made public” and refers to (b) as “published”. 
3
  An acceptable secondary publication in English is possible if also the editor of the original journal agrees to it. 
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3.) Authorship 

X All people listed as authors of this MS meet the 4 authorship criteria (ICMJE 2013a): 

1. Substantial contributions to the work with respect to ... 

• conception or 

• design or 

• acquisition or 

• analysis or 

• interpretation; AND  

2. Drafting the work or revising it critically for important intellectual content; AND 

3. Final approval of the version to be published; AND 

4. Agreement to be accountable for all aspects of the work. 

X All people listed as authors of this MS are aware of it and have agreed to be listed. 

X No person who meets the authorship criteria has been omitted. 

X Contributors who meet fewer than all 4 of the above criteria for authorship should not be listed as 

authors, but they should be acknowledged in the Acknowledgements. 

X I attest that my co-authors and I had complete control over the preparation of this report and that 

we bear total responsibility for its content.
4
 

 

 

4.) Ethical experimentation and interpretation 

X I and all the other authors of this MS did our best to avoid errors in experimental design, data pres-

entation, interpretation, etc. However, if we discover any error in the MS (before or after publica-

tion), we will alert the editor promptly. 

X None of our data presented in this MS has been fabricated or distorted and no valid data have 

been excluded. 

X Results of this study have been interpreted objectively. Any findings that run contrary to our point of 

view are discussed in the MS. 
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X All sources of funding (if any) for the study reported in this MS are stated in the acknowledgements 

section. 

X All people who are not listed as authors but contributed substantially to the study reported in this 

MS or assisted in its writing (e.g. language professionals) (if any) are mentioned in the acknowl-

edgements. 

X All people named in the acknowledgements (if any) have agreed to this. However, they are not 

responsible for the final version of this MS. 

X Consent has been obtained from the author(s) of unpublished data cited in the MS. 

X Copyright owners of previously published figures or tables have agreed to their inclusion in this MS. 

 

                                                 
4
 This wording is from http://mts-npp.nature.com/letters/NPPcoi.pdf as recommended in 

http://www.councilscienceeditors.org/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=3638 
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6.) Conflict of Interest
5
 

X The author(s) declare(s) that there exists no Conflict of Interest issue with this MS. This is also 

stated by default in the Acknowledgements of the paper. 

X Circumstances (e.g. sources of funding) that could possibly constitute a potential conflict of interest 

with the results and conclusions presented in this MS have been mentioned in the Acknowledge-

ments of the MS (only if there are any such sources) or in a separate section called Conflicts of In-

terest which follows the Acknowledgements. ICMJE 2013b and ICMJE 2013c help to understand 

and to formulate a text for possible Conflicts of Interest. 
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